SCR 602 Statement (for posting on SDCC website)

Senate Concurrent Resolution 602
Our Position: Support
Brief Description:

The South Dakota Catholic Conference supports passage of SCR 602, a legislative
resolution that affirms support for the U.S. Supreme Court’s decision in Dobbs v.
Jackson Women’s Health Organization, which overturned the high court’s 1973
ruling in Roe v. Wade and its creation of a national entitlement to abortion.

Regarding the Roe decision, the text of SCR 602 states “...from 1973 to 2022, this
decision allowed for the legal ending of the life of thousands of pre-born people
in this state.”

The Dobbs ruling is a momentous decision that will once again allow the sanctity
of life to be protected by law. However, grave injustices remain within the
nation’s laws, and the fight for justice must continue. All South Dakotans should
join in the effort to support mothers and fathers facing challenging pregnancies,
and offer real support, hope, and love.
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, Which would limit the ability of students receiving alternative instruction (e.g.,
homeschooled students) to participate in school district activities such as athletics
and fine arts.

SB 57 would reverse a key component of SB 177, a 2021 enactment supported by
the South Dakota Catholic Conference that reformed the state’s laws regulating
alternative education. SB 177 allows students receiving alternative education to
participate in activities sponsored by the public school district in which they
reside, or in another non-residential school district that may be selected under
the terms of South Dakota’s “open enrollment” statute. SB 57 would deny the
ability of alternative education students to participate in activities of a non-
residential district through the open enroliment program. It would limit
alternative education students to participate in activities only through their
district of residence.

Access to interscholastic activities can be important for the formation and
development of children. The Church teaches parents are the primary and
principal educators of their children, and that they need and are entitled to the
subsidiary help of civil society and other institutions in fulfilling this sacred

duty. Parents of alternative education students pay taxes to support public
schools in South Dakota, and their access to participate in school activities should
not be unjustly restricted.
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